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As those women on whose part ye pear disloyalty
and ill conduct admonish them ( first ), (next ) refuse
to share their beds ( and last ) beat them ( lightly ).
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And any believing woman who dedicates her soul to
the prophet if the prophet wishes to wed her- this only
for thee and not for the believers ( at large )




S gl ikl ) (ouiel e e
e S a0 L) OVl a5 fab Wl e o AL O B W8 eSUWH o
"l by e g ST g A 2,
(O AT iz 5y 86 Cagsdh A &Y

At sunset he reached a place where he watched the
sun on the horizon and it seemed to him that it was
setting into a muddy river bank.
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LOP 4: THE GLEN EYRIE REPORT: MUSLIM
EVANGELIZATION

Lausanne Occasional Paper 4
LOP 4: The (Glen Eyrle Report: Mus Evangehzation

Contents

Introduction: The Background

During mid-October 1578, 2 week-long consultation was canvenad at Glen Eyrie, Colorada, to

explore the responsibilities of North American Christians toward the Muslim Word, This was part of

3 continuum that began with the OE an Warld £ at Lausanne
1974, Al that time many were deeply stirred by what God was deing in their midst, but were
moved to penitence by their flawed and Hmited commitment to the missionary task, At Lausanne
they entered Inte solemn covenant with God and with each other to pray, to pian and to work
together for the evangelzation of the world, Their concern was: "Let the Earth Hear His Voice" and
thelr focus was ¢n "unreached people." OF particular interest ko many of the participanks was the
Iarge bloc of unreached Musiims.

Twa stk ferences hei this concern (o reach the unreached. |

i 1977 ceiebrated the diversity of pecples and cultures making up the human race,
Its participants made particular effort to relate this reality to the worldwide missionary task, They
were in deep agreement that Scripture supports the Christian witness that seaks 1o preserve
cultural diversity, for this will “honor God, respect man, enrich life and promote

evangelization” (Par. 4).

Later, The Wilowlink At 1978 was convened to explore in depth the interrelation of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and culture. Upan this sequence the vorth 2mencan Conrare
RGNS por was huilt ko focus on reaching these unreached Musliom peaples and to

explore the wide range of implications of the Gospe!l in their Islamic cultures.

The days at Glen Evrie were very full, and session followed session In relentless sequence, When a
pattern began to emerge that seemed to Indicate the overruling Providence of God in our midst,
we began to prepare this report. It is neither an official statement nor a declaration, much less a
covenant; so nome of us has signed it But we send If out as reflecting the mood of the particlpants
and indicating the hightights of what ook place in our midst. We commend it to aur fellow
Christians throughout the waorid for study, and as a reminder that the Lord will truly mest with his
peaple when they concern themselves with the unfinished task of evangelizing the Mustim workd

1. Pre-conference Preparation: The Ferment

Those invited to participate were drawn from a wide range of church traditions, missionary
experience, specialized training and evangelical commitment. All were concerned with Muslim
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evangalization. They represented a variety of roles and disciplines: mission @xecutives, hemic'vauced Seann
missionaries, mission professors, Islamicises, enmropologl!-uré.lllw 59‘5 ' ia experts. In
addition the conveners invited a sizeabie number of men and women from churches in the Midd!e

L \ i icciplings: pasl ajogi &
East, asia and Afnica. They too rxgrgasi-n ted d gzrriei‘lrg.crfles ﬂgicgrgl n'?spa p a['?ﬁ%r'ir}legsla g%?mm i

Islamitists and active laymen,

During the six months prior to the conference, forty foundation papers were prepared by selected
authors—men and women=—to alert the participants Lo the complexity of issues related to the task
efore therm.

Ten papers were conceptual, In that they explored its major underlying postulates,

“The Gospel and Culture,” Paul G. Hieberl
"The Cross-Cultural Communication of the Gospel to Muslims,” Donald N. Larson
"The incarnatioral Witness to the Muslin Heart," Bashir Abdcl Massih
“The Muslim Convert and His Culture,” Harvie M. Conn
"Dynamic Equivalence Churches in Musiim Society,” Charles H. Kraft
"Pawer Encounter in Conversion from Islam," Arthur F, Giasser
H 1 'Contextualization: Indigenization and/or Transformation,” Charles R, Taber
:giﬁ;g(m;g?;g&i "Mew Theslogical Approaches in Muslim Evangeilsm,” Bruce 1. Nicholis
"An "Engel Scale’ for Muslim Work?” David A. Fraser
“Resistance/Receptivity Analysis of Mushim Peoples, * Don M, McCurry

1 Ca;x‘%wn 2010

Sixteen papers described key "givens” in the Christian encounter with Islam today.

“Islamic Theology: Limits and Bridges,” Kenneth Cragg

"Popular Islam: The Hunger of tha Heart," Bifl Musk

"The Comparative Status of Christianity and Islam in the West," R, Max Kershaw

“The Comparative Status of Christianity and Islam in Sub-Sahara Africa," Gerald 0. Swank
"The Comparative Status of Christianity and [slam in Narth Africa," Gregory M. Livingston
"The Comparative Status of Christlanity and Tstam in the Middle East,” Norman A, Horner
"The Comparative Status of Christianity and Isfam in Turkey," Mehmet Iskender

"The Comparative Status of Christianity and Islam in 1ran," Davig G. Cashin

"The Comparative Statue of Christianity and Islam in the Sub-Continent,” Richard Bailey
“ihe Comparative Status of Christlanity and Islam in Southeast Asia,” Frank Cooley, Pater Gowing,
Alex Bmith, Warren Meyars

"The Comparative Status of Christlanity and Jskam in Russia and China,” 1. Rebert Overbrook
"Current Status of Christian Literature for Muslims,” Raymond H, Joyce

"Current Statis of Bible Tr in Muslim Lanquages,” William D Reyhurn

“Current Status of Radw Broadcasting to Muslim Pengpies,” Fred &, "Bud" Acord

“an Overview of Missions (o Muslims,” Gearge M. Peters
A Selective 2iblicgraphy fer Chnstian Mushim Warkers," Warren W, Welster

The final fourteen papers defined concrete . | to effective m ary

service among Muslims

"The Call to Sgiritual Renewal,” 3. Edwin Orr
“Pevelopment of New Tools to Ald Muslim Evangelization,” Donald R, Rickards
"Levels, Styies and Locations of Training Programs,” Vivienne Stacey
"Building the Network of Research Centers, " Roland E. Miller
“The Value and Methodology of Planning Strategies,” Edward R Dayren
"Tentmaking Ministries in Muslim Countries” 3. Christy Wilson, Jr,
The Heed for a North American Nerve Center, * Ralph D. Winter
"Dialogue: Relevancy to Evangelism,” Daniel Brewster
"Marth Armerican Ties to Third World Missions to Muslims,” Waldron Scott
"The heed fora New Journal on Missions ko Musims,” C. George Fry
‘Food and Health as Partners of Muslim Evangelism," Roebert Picket: and Rufino L, Macagba, Ir,
“The Role of Local Churches in God's Redemptive Plan far the Musiim World," Frank 5. Khair-Ullan
"The Christian Approach to the Muslim Woman and Famify,” Valerie Hoffiman
"Ta Reach the Unreached,” the report to the Lausanne Committee for Warld Evangelization of its
Strategy Working Group,

Uppermast in these foundation papers was the overriding concern that Jesus Christ be known,




loved anc 1 3 il

mass|

religious commu

The conferees aat only stut

responses to the it

dreaming was desmed ¢

this process, particularly the authors

friendiy cou hose
eraction heightangd the

Ures and 1o Invo themsel

e EXOEr

of 1he mare ths parate peoples making up g ce

LAnQuage.

d these papsrs befarehand) they Were f
bs. Thid aHRFRon PRIMMA

ntial to thi- suce

of the o Al wiete gro

i Galanced by the
> dfif Ehis intense pog
axpectal 1 wlLk

In corporate M, PREnMING 30a prayer

2, Contritlon and Repentance: The Essential

apeEan|l ion &t the
Tre keynote addr
gvangelized?™ The p

percent of Mortl

thers

iy renvinesd that we

Wiy AR TE Ehat baraly teo
w Lk

] Inappropriate and

in the davs that faliowed. indeed, as the week pro

first had to bake the mea:

der the comouision of a sense of

fer the Toraiving grac
narticularly fo those

felt we should glve

late haur in the histomy of the ¢

ians of Muslim helisv

ot We Christians
Muslims= as people ke oue
the

ave and respect wiculld haw

an only be sa

e'a Chstlan presence |n th

i5 hied with v

ve REsn willlhe to give. And aur N

AQETICIE to conduct the sort of

st that fal

And w
ethnoce

Livity of & plur
cultures amd #

5 ng through g

have us discern a

aspact ¢
oueh

try aspect of

& publicly over evary

e

nErast, of o

1. 1t embr; the

IveEr

vies. They top bear the im.

irse, Tesus Ch

wd 1 one

an of the
In nath the West and the East

arils Muslinas, and have expressed it

Jasiis Christ with them

grond
veist 5o few vigal

m amang Ehis largely A & people, Ano

ved so litthe, hawe put forth such itle effore Lo regard
Sl Thay, koa, o
d all men, Although we kpcw thair Inm
ack From sl
Teprative nef
whio anly dosy

worro ngs

rth Amerlcan missic
cutturally insensitive, unplanned missenary work in the

371 Bruseaoein Musim Socid

55 of tha na

termined that

rren a truly fy

iabiEy. of heman existel

We North A

thal all too often we have preached a v

e ta biblical rey

tha world of Fstam. But &

of better Chri

s defin




Sl g i ) (el e

wiorkl.

3. The Ligtening Process: ﬂﬁfual'fwﬁﬁdenm -

Early in the wesk we began 10 BRa e Me20usR b e Msiausesd L 4ts exkah SRRk T 2000

diversity and many varlations of religious Faith and practices, Shmoltaneausly, we began to

Implement [Se @adning process the conveners deemed essential ba the spintual productivity of the
fiference. Indsad, their strociuring of the day-to-day sequence was in-response Lo the

eRcOUralement received from Christians worldwide. One group had draffed 3 staterment with the

buayeant exhortation: "Commil vourselves to work tagether in the wunity of the Hely Spift and In

the bond of pEace. Antlcipate and pian for @ greal turning bo Christ by miilians of Muslims.

All Telt that we had to make & decisive breakowith the past. We were reminded of an ea
conference in Cairg n 1906 convened by that great Armerican missianary statesman, Samusl M
Lweernzr. IL brought togellier more than 68 representatives of almost 30 missians and churches
and marked “Lhe Beajrining of & new era (0 the Christian mission to Muslims,” This was foliowsd by
@ similar conference he convened in Lucknow in 19711 And yet, such encrmous changes have
taken olace in the Muslim world Since, that all of s fell a new forward step was called for, The
Marth American Church tolerates roo imited a knowledne of Isiam and Muslim peoples. 1ts mission
involvement in the Muslim worldis margina! at HesL Moregver, ibis dominaled by & methodoicgy
that demands critical revision. New approaches are needed in North American missionary fralning
programs. On and on, An éntirely new pattern of Interaction was peeded Detwoen Wesher
missionaries and thelr Brothers and sisters In the Muslice warld, Ackially, it was précisely For this
regsan that so many Muslim converts and maticnazl church leaders fram the Middie East, Africa ang
Asia had been invited 1o paddicipate in every workshop and in every discussion and plannming
ses5ion. North Amencans wers ancouraged ta be "swift to-hear” and discouralied from (nitisting

Y DISnmRg o0 Thelr o,

These kKey evangélical men and wWamen fram the Middle East, Azia and Afniga are themsaves
deeply and fruitfully involved in the task of Muslim evangelization. Hence) every effort wes made
b listen o thair non-Norh American perspectives. They wera given very spediflc assignments by
the Western participants: "Help us in 18arning how to work tegether, Be patiznt with those o
wiio are siow [parners. Fray for those of us whorappear insensltive ta yaur eoncemns, And above
atl, do hedp us to see God's waorld tirough your waigeely different eyes.” Nesdlass ta say, they

gxcesded thamselves in meeting the high demands of this task

Thne witness of these consultants was wanderfully reinforced by a serles of shofl eddressos given
oy Western misslonsries—men and wamen—iikewhie fruitiul In their evangelistic work amona
Muslins: The note uaformly struck by sach was that in the course of thelr service, however, thay
had ko break with the "sider” patterns in which they hat been trained. Thay had to retfnk before
God what he would have them do: This inpuise to reviaw chelr mimstry: ang altar it skanificantly
came it every instance from their non-Western frignds, This confirmed to all of us the essentiality
chcollabioration. It exposed the foliy of Mot Americans thinking khey can gosit-alone, it
racored the ¢xciting possibllities for new perspectives on milssion Lo Mustims arising from the

deliberate creatlon of patterns of mutual inlerdepencence between Esstern and Wasterr

Christians.: The implications are Far-raachinmg

e missonsry in Lebsnon had to receiva frem an Arab schalar insight Into how he riiaht éscape
the stecite apologetic pattern of the past-and recast his entire evangaiistic approach, via the
Quiran, a5 well as the Bible, & woman missioniry m Pakistan, after struggling unsuccesstully far
EOme vears to Intergect her "Westarn" Yesus nbo Musiim culture, was brought lovingly inside teat
culture with Ehe nelp of Mushm friends, and iIn time discoverad an "Fastem” }esus that was more
than able remest their needs, & tearm of twe women deliberately turned from 2 harfen, traditional
approach to scopt s VestEp lne unexpecian thes|s men are the key ' This resuitad In
thie Gaspel belng deeply and widaly pladted 17 a previously unevangelized rural commuanity in
Pakistan. & highly tralned missionary in India had to be peintedly counselled by a national church
lzader w0 thal hamight recast his.appraach fram andly manipulatlon to the sort of frendship
wyangellsim that makes one love Musims for wheal they &8re, Bod ol for whel we want th e

DECOmE

Several other reparts were alven n simidlar vein, All sooke of non-iWe 1 ingut. All described Lh

sense of release and gratitude that came throwgh this helpful counsel. Al bora witness that-a
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sovergign God 15 working sig v hearts today. Sur faith vias chisllenged By i sqod Seqeeh
evidence, whetherin ran or Tunista, In ferael or Egept, in Syhigapd Bangladesh and. [ndonesia, ac
wie listened wa almast came to the conclusion that given hall a chance, and pravided the %

svangelists anpruach Is more rRgHGRS! thaneRgRIEe teeda e RS IR R ARE AU R 2ones

LOME B fove 1esus

Bul there is a price 0 be paid. AN whaSpoke shared in one way ofF another the faet thak this
listening (o non-Weslemn friends and respanding, this re-thinking and changind ong's methodaioay
and planning Involved them in spiritual crisis, Al knew pain and brokenness. Trelr testirmonies
ndarsed what the « ¥ Frangiscans gave 10 those wha would serve Christ among Muslmes

Y-S

leanal asthe Lating were wont 160 do—wizlht weapons—but with wards: not with force—bul
reasen; rot with habred—but love, the kind of love that should exist between Christians and
nen-Christians, the same love with which the apos apprmacned the Gentiies, the ove

that God Mimsell had for thos o did not serve Hion, " {(Abbot Peter of Cluny)

‘What did this mean to us? Me essv triumphatism on our part, afthough we were sonvinced of £
fiszl tnumoh of Gad in history, when every Knee shall bow to Jesus Christ. And ng "gimmick
methodology either, for we must face the Cross &nd enter into the trauma of condlicE with “the
powers’ while seeking bawitness simply and levingly to Jesus Christ Wy therany shall we be
15ed of God to furm Muslilms "from the darkpass to gt and from the power of Satan to

Cod” (Acts 25:18) If one would be God's instrument (o plant the Church in a Musiim sooiety,

has ng-altarna but ge foliow the methodolody of the Apastie Panl wha wrats

"It is now my happiness to saffer for you, This is my way of nelping to commplete, in my ooor
lrumian fesh, | full tala 4l Christ's afflix still 1o he endured, for the sake of his Body which is

the Church” (Col. 1:24, NEB).

Thie more we listefred ta the testimonies of lield missionares and of rorWestern consuitants, Lhe
more awarg we decame of the heavy demands Gad would make of all wha would serve him amang

Miisiis,. The Keys to effective mission were defined and underscored again and again

Tite crucally of rapsparenty before others
fhe centrality of fove in ail our dealings

The cuffivatorr of 8 sensdive ragand for fruf Iess, aboul oneself ang gbout the stark

thernands of the Gosoel,
imevitalility thal tears of comipassion will fiow
The demanding but encouraging possibilities of orayer and fasbing
The need for courame, paience ang peisistence
The.ahility ta absorb scomn and suffenng.

The essentiatity of unwavering fath and joyfiil prase: our God is the God of the
Y K

irmpossihle.

lude this section: effective Muslim evangelism can anly be accomplished through humble

respect for Islam res, and by seeking to master the use of these Keys, and through
deliberately adopbing a-pattern of intercommunication and cornscions nardependance betwesn

tions) Christians and Western missionaries, And this pattern must be sustalned by the
Interdependance of Lhe struclures to which they Belong. Gane |s the day whern Westarm
missionaries can regard themseives as sufficient for the task. it was at Glen Eyne that we
resolved, 35 never Defare, ta make the most of the epportunities given to es by God—te develop a
g sense of responsibl ity fo-the whele hawsehord of faikh, particulacy to all Christiens and
churcnes n the Muslim werld. From Renceforth, we are’ determined o regard ol a5 wilii gy
accountable 1o one another, that together God might work through us to the achieving of his

redemprive purpose for tee Masim worlo

4, The Planning Process: Utilizing All Resources
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A great concernof those who participated inthe Lausanne Congress 1474 was that these be .a:::
< G- (LR e eV A T T s TR (T T EiES 1 T TR T T B

misslonary servire of evangelicals, They pledged themselves "o seek a deeger unity In truth, (‘é

warahlp, holiness and mission 'J};'IJE?HIHE{J "I.‘-‘l_ip‘y-_u.'%fﬂ;pl:le D&Wl_ﬁlgirh r_,r.uqﬁF\@EF&QE\:‘UFE&EM‘H?!-THHJ
lar the tfurtherance of the Church's-mission, for strategic planming, for mutusl encouragement; and

for the sharing of resources and experience” (Par. 7), Howevar, [Ne participanty g not g much

further in their detiberations than fo aote that “the development of strategies for world

evangeiization calls for imaginative poneerng methods, " In fact there was o cértain drawing back

fearn anything mare specific because al the fear thal “those activiskie, pragmatic Americans” would

somehnw grganee the Halky Spirit right out of the task of world svangelzation|

Nal a few of the addrescas contdined dxpressions of this concern. The dasire was to submit tothe
Lordship of Tesus Christ and focus attentlon on his soveseianty. To Eallow him and 16 serve as fie
dirgets is the highest virtue, Mo small oot was pul forth tersupport frem Scriptuee this thesls tha
God alune fas the initiativel And no plenary address wae mors heartily i bhen bhi sre

wihlch o ed the following

Effective mession doas not speing feoiny human blueprints ... I don't Belisve the parly Chrishans

.. the Gespel spread aut In ar apparantly nephazand way ag mien obeyed

The participants at Glen Evrie shared this concern, God must e God! His missionary senvants
miust labor under fis diraction, end gelely for his glory, They mist resist the arroganss at boasts
ol hiaving within themsetves alt that & needed Lo cvangelize the Muslim world, Mg Buman belag, ne

maller haw able, dare affirmy ehal he 6r she knows what too docand Row fo do it

And yet, whan the conveners sought ckign from the Lord touching the inner strucbare of the
conference, they Teit that Lausanne 1974 gave them the mandate not anly to pray, bul 1o exoec!
God' 5 guedance and surdsse.. [ also gave them the shligation fo think strategicaily abous the
evangsiization of the Muslim world, They wers convinced that sueh an ebfildation was aiso biblically
eil|alned, Does not Scriplure spedk specfically? "we should make plans ... counting an God ta

direct us ... [and] the final outcdme fs in God's hands' (Pros, 16:9,1, LB}

Hawewer, in arder te 07ing the subiect of planning inte New Testament focus, Ibwas decided that
each day should begin with an exgioration’ |nto relevant aspects of the strategies and palterns of
the witpess and service of the Apostohic Church, Tals resulted 1n the selection of the following

themmes and Lexts,

thefang-range:plan of e Apostle Paul to establish & missionaty basa st Rorme from W

ta svangelize Spain {Kom| 1:1-1715:1-28},

Thie day-ta-day movements of hls missionan: feam in esfablishing a foothold in

wnevarpelized Europe fAcls 167 1-34)

The apostoic canwvickion of the essentiality of cultural adaoptation [f one-s to be effective in

his crosg-cultiral witnegss [a fesys Chiist (Joliph 4142 1 Cor. 9:16-23)

The wescapable pecessily of Jccepting suffering and seif-denial if one is o be Fruitfisl in his

CrOss-Cuitural missanary service (Pl 2:1-21)

The Jerusaien Church pattern for résohnng “new convert” prablamd asing Fead culyral

oifferences fAcks 15:1-79)

Tne pous iies for courdgenys and victordus wittess m the face of chvll and rellgious

ooposiiion (Acs 4:1-354

But then followed a measire aof agony. Large sections of three days were Laken with the
issianment to develop @ methed for skrategic planning and then with the task of appiving that
method 1o a series Of speclie sibuations: This found. many af s invebkved I 3 process that was
largely unfamiliar. Some tended to dismigs the glanning as an Amarican aberration, only b Fail
vulngrabla to the rebuke: "What a sham ... Yes, aow stupid ta dedide before kKnawing the
facks™ {Provi 1813, LB} Butin the end the great majority fell the nstructional experance had

peen mast nelpful, "IF s pieasant to see plans develop..." (Prov, 13119a, LB},
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These good Felings developeo when we became pacticulary invalvend in examining crisisally 3

Lttt eiid e :
missiandry situations in the Mushim world, It was then that we SENERd [0 new ways (e manner in

which even the planmng process was a vital exercise in partrership with God, We were agreed =
» - - Carhpeino St d e
tnat from henceforth we should Wl orate GRIBRR: oxUREHIBSF Bhing GRIPETIAGS wobillis <o

ko our Tubure ministry among & s [l . 319-15),

As-to the "planaing sequence” tnat we finally adopted and which we commend to the wider

Church, the following seemea esse

State the philo W, RONCIES, @SSWNRHONS and purpese of Ihe mission: Wi has

broudhf dur mission o parachiunch agency | oxistence 1

Dessrrdie the Gotual Held sttuabion—the spacific pedple To whom G fas ¢

are the dominant 2l néeds af the people we gre ta evangelize?”

Define the quss) vole In lerms ofits potential and its dmitations: "What aspects af the

need of this peanle does God want 15 to meest?”

Lol measuralla goals —a wark piair—for Hhe mission to carry oot Hrat exprass it faith in e

working of God: "What 15 1o be the sclredufe ard sequence of mir work>"

Detad the specific abstacies it in &l arobabiity will stamd m the way of the goals hemng

reached! "What proffems showld we anticipate and prepare for?

Spetily the maedng and methods thal concelvably might be blessed of God m reaching bhis

fecpie; "How are we (o g0 about our assignments?"

Appraise the rescurces already availalle (people, funds, facilites, etc. ) and deter
aoGanal resources that witl be needed to complats the task, "What do we have and

shal we negd

Apticiagre that fram time to bime there will be. evaluation of the wark and adiustment and
mddification of the plans as we remaln 7 dynamc interaction with Goa: "What have we

acrempfished with the resaurces which God Nas glven us?'

Neecless L say, Involvemeant in this process convinced us in a rmost telling Fashion that there is no
qermative anoroach to Muslim evangelizaton, Every situation s unigueand musl e examingd on
frs own. IL Is only when we ask these basic guestions, however, thal wa become wtterdy conviaced
of the essentiality of the planning process. Onky therehy can we avald the "sinful individualism and
neediess duplication" L Lausanne 19748 deplored. Bul we aisc lea i

tremendous significance. Every small group and workshop in our conférance was so-strictored
that esch contatned the sort of participant mix that insvitahly brot sment and hedance
our Insights, bt aiso broughr tension, How could [t eraise with theolodlans warking
alongside anthropofogsts, commuiicatore trying b understand Islamicksts, fleld missionaries
interacting with national cherch leaders, and mission execubives seeking to work harmoniously
ikt massn professors? All wers corepetent and the perspactives of ane and all were valid, And
the:insight ol each participart informead the rest, Hare was interdisciplinary diafogue st its best.
Suffica It to say that In these planning exercises the "listening process” came fully Into 1S own
dut, It was not easy far this diversity o come (o productive agreement. The process [ook tme and
orayer, and the loving acceptance of one another, But wien agreement was achieved, all koew
that a pianning process had been ungoversd and expetienced That must Ingdeed precade all funure
evanigellcal activity on behalfof the Muslim world. "Plans go weong with teg fow counseiass .

[BuL] many counseiors bring success” (Prav, 15:22, LB}
5. The Inescapable Reality: Caesar and the Powers

Good planming 15 essential if we are Lo make ss of the resources God has given us On this we ame
agreed. Bul we'also are gware of the's al strugale fvalved 10 carrying oul even Lhe best of
Gaid -given gi - Nooone v this poinl, for the participants in the confersnoe ard
anyehing but hovices 11 the service of God, Indeeo, all those adtiviely engaged i1 making Jesus
Christ Known, loved and obeyed throwghout the Musiin world -knaw that they are engaged in
constant somritual warfane 1 the principaitles and powers of evil. Armd th s Fliwavs Cagsal

wehiz s naver the friend of lasus Christ,
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[t was inevitable that whenever the subject of conflict and suffering was broached, there were

S0 correclly—ihal or Mhaen of this Christiant Nad only
themsslves to blame. Not all missionaries have been wise and holy, notile and loving. Some hay ;
tended Lo misTEpresenl and Mﬁ’tﬁé’ Hle nmrﬁ%%ﬂ& %ﬂqmuy%'ﬁﬂ@ﬂltﬁéuhaﬁﬁﬁglﬁm tﬁ;ﬂ?‘l’.h"‘mmu
All too many have been uncritically defensive of Christian missions in the Muslim world during the
long years of Western political dominance, As a result, they have been largely indifferent to the
task of reducing the mistrust and misunderstanding that accentuated past tensions and rivalries.
And they have given the impréssion that they lack concern for the detesioration of Christlan values
in the Chisistian world while openly encouraging the process of secularization in the Muslim warld

It was humbling for us to be confronted by this evidence of cultural imperialism coupled with
angressive and insensitive proselpbism, We were agreed that much within the medern misslonary
movement needs rechification. And yet, we were also reminded that this was not the whole story.

‘We had to consider the plight of those Christians scattered throuahout the Muslim world who are
limitett in the exercise of their religious freedam, Many have either fed or withdrawn into ghetto
communities, because they found i impossible to act as responsible citizens toward thelr nation.
Thiy hiave been denled the right to erect or acquire buildings for public worshlg, religious
education and soclal activity, And these restrictions are contrary to Islamic law. Actially, however,
this discrimination is but a part of a farger contemporary problem—Muslims and Christians are
both being denied their human righls in various parts of the world, Both kEnow insecurity, Both are
under heavy and varied pressures to conform: Both need freedom to probect theer hurman dianity,
o exercise thelr particular religion and to propagate their faith, Whergas we would contend for
“the full right to convinca and be convinced” and would deplora all that stands in the way of this
freedom, we are obliged to confess that we have all too often been unaware of the abligation to
SUpEOrT our Musiim neighbors in thelr efforts to obtaln thalr human rights,

This does not mean that we have forgotten the somber reality of the Law of Apostasy, and the
particular problems and perils it poses for those who submit (o the Lordship of Jesus Christ in
Mushim lands. Even at thes late nour in the iong history of Mushm-Chnstian relations, reports are
not infrequent of karsh discrimination, community hostility, violence against persons and
buildings, and the suffering of the appressed. We pray that Muslim leaders will sense anew tneir
God-given obligation to promote justice and freedom. Wa pray that the conduct of Mushm states
witl-increasingiy approximate The Universal Decfaration of Hurman Rights by which they agresd to
respect

".human sdghts and fundamental freedoms, Including freedom of thought, consclence, religlon ar
belief, for ali without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, "

Finally, there was despest agreement that when the issue s Jesus Chrlst, and when persecution
has broken cut pecause of [oving attempts to name his Name, no redress should b2 sought. Ir one
workshop the guestion was asked: "How should the converts stand up to potential sericus
persecution which could expel them fram their land and liveiihood ¥ A1l sorts of suggestions came
o the fore, but the conversation was abruptly terminated when a convert from [slam sald, in
effect. what the Apostle Paul advised lana aco; "Let ne one be moved by these afflictions for vou
yourselves Know that this is to be cur lot " 11 15 "through many tribulations that we enter the
Kingdom of God" (] Thess, 3:3; Acks 24:22).

6, The Unfinished Agenda: Looking Ahead

I£ was inevitable that as the conference progressed workshops and discussion groups increasingly
faced the Future. When they did so, many issues surfaced that caled for exploration and old
questions argse that demanded new answers. [n the process all of us became aware of the wide
variety of tasks that will have o be undartaken IF the Church serfausly desires 1o svangelize the
Mustim world. Farturnately, the conveners had anticipated this ferment and had planned the
sequence of sessions to encaurags this transition to practical matters.

More than & whole day was devated to uncovering and gefinlng the detalls of this "unfmished
agenda.” And the more we pecame involved, the more we came to appreciate the significance of
the pianning process we had sought to master earlier in the week, How essential it bacame to ail
e tinal deliberations!

This wark Degan when the decision was taken to divide the participants along the lines of their
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specialties. This meant that each group of participants met on its own—overseas consultankBalRReH Sexrc
wiith North Amerlcans—~whether thealogians, missionaries, anihepglogisis, commualication _EE
experts, mission professors, Islamicists or mission executives.

Fach specialty qraup was comiEiiba to ERNDEE -y DOsRIRENS - GARREEIR B sl fown 2

we make o further the Muslim evangelization? On the first time around, more than thirty major
and refevant tasks were defined as needing uraent attention, And the momaentum kept increasing

The growing ground swell of suggestions demanded that task farces be Formed ta suggest the frst
steps in translating them inko specific plans, The process then reached the stage where abjectives
were defined and goals set, Discussions swirled around such tanglbles as means, methods,
resources and timetables, In the end a lengthy plenary session heard the reports and provided the
accasion for vet rmore ipput. In many ways, this final gathering was the most stimulating and
fruitful session of the whole conference. all that followed was largely taken with inspiration,
worship and summarization, All were agreed that the Lord had graciously welded us into a
thynamic, creative oneness, When report after report was received, there seamed to be an almost
apostohc dimension to our determination to lay all these matters before the whole Church and
Invite the participation of all |lkxeminded Christians all over the werld. “It ssemed good te the Holy
Spirit-and Lous" (Acts 15:28)

This brief report cannot detall the extensive output of the six task forces. What fallows is but 2
sumimary of high peints to encourage this participation. Indeed, an ever-widening circle of
concerned Christians will be needed In the days ahead If the Church is to carry fo completion the
evangelization of the Musliom worid,

A, Human Riahts

Recognizing that both Musim and non-Muslim goveraments, bath Mustim and Christian religious
organizations have violated human freedom by various forms of coerchon, especially depriving
reople of the freedem to change ar not to change thair religion, we recognize the desirability. of
establishing an international Christian-Musim office on human rights, to receive complaints,
investigate them, and make recommendations for redress Lo the concerned partias.

B. Resnurce and Research Center

Racognizing the need for developing wital and continucus inter-communication among 2l those
Invelved in Muslien evangelization, we purpoge Lo establish a cenbral resource and research center
in the United States, to be followed as need arises by reglonal centers (n all major segments of the
Muslim waorld. This center shall be organized and directed by an expenenced missionary scholar,
Supported by researchers from a variety ef church traditions, traimed in anthropoiogy and Istamics,
It shall also recruit consuttants who can visit and serve the churehes It shall gather a wide range
o pertinent information on the [ccation, cnaracter and size of all Muslim people groups aiong with
their psychographic and demographic characteristics. [ts arcnival structure shail include a resaurce
library containing ali Lypes of media commurication.

Racognizing the need for an expanded body of information about unreached Muslim peoples. we
purnose that this center shall establish a research consortlum for the coordination of pertinent
data. The direckor shall authorize that finkage be established with all major research agencies
warldwide to deveiop working relationships with misslons serving among Muslims, and to gather
relevant infortmation from those educational and research institutions currently doing mission-
refated research. The center shall also oublish a monthiy newsletter to channel data an available
senvices to churches and missions throughoot the Mustim world.

This research center shall encourage all theglogical and missionacy training schools in North
America to strengthen their course offerings In Islamics and ta prepare suitable svilahi and
lexthooks for foundation courses on mission to Muslinss.

C. Evangelism

Recognizing that the maijor untapped force for evangelism among Muslims is the Christizn
cammunity scattered Fhroughaut the Muslim world, we shall seek to cancentrate our attention on
all existing churches, traming 2nd matlvating both pastors and people (o 8 new awareness of
islam, We snall seak with them to develop and refine new and more appropriate evangeliistic
methods for introducing the Gospal to Mushims, Particular attention will be given Lo the vee of
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relevant Quranic themes [n the Initial stages of evangelistic encounter. ADVANCED SEAFEN
noCEmITIEaHon Pafarng AR sy : ey
Recognizing the importance of aigeiienicatigiobfifisten UDWARMan £0nSHAm &iifigs fﬂn%lmm
communication patterns already in use In Muslim socleties, we propose that the research center
shail stimulate the development of extensive research activities within strateqgic segments of the
Muskm world with a view te developing appropriate methods and materials, slong with teaching

QUHICE

1. for Non-[iterate Pegple: to enable the poet, singer or chanter to communicate the Gospel and
dilsle stones in such a fashion Lhat the way will be prepared for the teaching of reading.

2. For Wornen and Chifdren; to study their varled roles at different levels In Musfim socleties,
respecting the code of modesty and sexual segregation where this prevails; to provide for more
meaningful home-ariented women's activities; te recognize the authority of men who are heads of
households through seeking to witness to entire familles; to work through those women who are
recognized as religious or community leaders; and to present more winsomely the Christian
alternative to the demonic influgnces which particulasly assall wamen In Mushim societies,

E. Church Planting—Converts in Congregations

Fecognizing that the evangelization of the Musiim world largely depeénds on the spiritual vitality
and clitgoing love of national churches in its midst, we purpose to pray that God will increasingly
bring renewal to these privileged Christians. We anticipate that under his blessing those laveoived
inevangelizing Muslims will be able te engage in more than sead-sowing. We believe that
discipling and church planting will also take place,

This anticipated growth will possibly heighten the difficulty converts encounter in seeking & church

home that recelves them warmly and complately, We purpose through deliberataly contrived study
programs to make every effort to change the attitudes of Christians toward Muslim converts. Only

these churches Interested in winning Muslims to Christ will be Interested in what happens to them

after conversion,

However, where there |s reslstance or reluctance on the part of national Christians to involve
themselves in this task, we shall seek to develap separate MUshm CONVert churches. (Mese lamer
congregations shall be encouraged to develop culturally appropriate farms of worship that arise
wuL of the natural expressian of earier worstip patterns that will be true 1o biblical teaching and
yet will neithar deliberately faunt our Christian liberty ner carelessly invalve the beliovers in
syncretistic belef or conduwct,

F. Theological Research: Study Groups

Recoonizing the nesd for extensive thealogical reflection on the contextualizing of the Gospel and
the Church in Tslamic cultune, we purpose that the center shall stimuiate the forming of 2
theological study group to undertake the systematic exploration of the many theological issues
raised at this conference which bear on the task of evangelizing Mushims,

Because [slam and Christianity hold certain tenets in common, but differ markedly en others, we
purpose that the study group shall seek to Identify and explore the theological issues that are
refated to effective communicatian of the Gospel to Muslims, This aroup will be authorized to
produce a comparative study of significant Christian-Islamic thealoglead vocabidlary and foliow this
with & manual of the actual bridges and blocks in Christian witness to 1stam. The bridges would
include such concepts as God, Creatlon, Propnets, Sacrifice, the Word of God, the Judgment,
Satan, Heaven and Hell, the Virqin Birth, Healing Ministry, and Second Coming of Cnrist, the felt
needs of men and women and the Lord's Prayer. The blocks would include such controversial
issuss as man's need of Redemption, the essentiality of the Cross, the Substitutionary Atonemeant,
thig Trinity, the Incarnation, religious terminology, the meaning of history and its relation to
politics, the integrity of the Bibie, Islamic Family and soceal pressures and the reasons behind the
dil Teo frequent failure of the Church fo express trie Chdstan communmity. Since these studies will
be greatiy enriched if accompanied with an exploration of the reaspns behind the variation In
Muslim response to the Christian message, we encourage the center to undertake this research
assignment. Particular attention shall be given to their relation to those sigrificant polnts of
contact with Fopular Islam at the primary level of expertence,
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cvanced 5
This group shall canduct a feasibiiity study to ascertain the type of publication needed to share e

e S -

findings amang Chrislians worldwids

o - ! =
G. Muslims in North Americbhout Connect  Decuments  Gatherings  Coe’lown zomo

Recognizing the growing presence of Muslims throughout Canada and the United States, we
propose that the center shall seek to create an in-depth demaographic profile of thelr distribution
and make a comprehensive study of what Christian work i being done among them. All this shall
e undertaken with a view to planning sirategles for their avangelization. Mot only do we pray that
convert cherches shall emerge in Muslim communities, our concern |s that American churches shall
be so informed that they will increasingly take this responsibality on themselves in a mearingful
and effective fashion, incorporating into their congregations those converts who desire to worship
with them.

|NOTE! Many other practical suggestions were made during the closing hours of the conference,
All were carefully recorded and are being referred to the continuation committee for attention.
They range from missicnary and lay leadership training to matters pertaining to the tas< of
avangelism amony Black Muslims, immigrants, and international students)

Conclusion: Hope in God

At Glen Eyrie wa sensed anew our individual and collective responsibility to devate heart, soul,
conscience and resources o the task of making Jesus Christ known o the many diverse peopies of
the Muslim world, Before we parted we gathersd at his Table to worship and to regeive grace for
the many dermands he will place upon us in the days ahead. We reaffinmed that he s both the
Light of the world and the Hope of the world. He is Jesus Christ, the Lord over all, the QOne who
makes all things new, Tt is he who encourages us to move forward with hepe,

We hope in the forgivensass of God who s the Best of Forgivers, We know that he has put away
aur pgast fallures through his suffering love in Jesus Christ, And it i% in Christ, the One who has
arne cur Inflrmities, that we presume to make our new start.

We also have hope for the forgiveness of our Mushm friends and neghbeors, that they will Indeed
not count cur failures against us, but wili give us their friendship and love,

And For the Future we place all our hope in the Spiril and power of God. It is his salvation that he
desires to communicate through us. and therefora it 1S he whoe will enable us: to withess
powerfilly and understandingly; to serve with compassion; to live nelghborly; and in every way to
sharg with Muslims the boundless grace of God.

We ask him to help us ko be the true servants of his love throughout the Mustim world,

We cannot but supplement the dominant congern of Lavsanne 1974 with the thrust of Glen Evria
1978

"Let the earth hear his voice”
and

"May Muslims feel his tauch’

Legrn More about the Glen Eyrie Consultation which produced this
Lausanne Occasional Paper.
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Was Munavmmap A PropueT

' So far Mu!;llam?ad has been described from the point of
view of the historian, Yet as the founder of a world-religion

he also demands a theological judgement. Emil Brunner, for
example, considers his claim to be a prophet, holds that it
“ does not seem to be in any way justified by the actual con-
tent of the revelations ’, but admits that, ‘ had Mohammed
been a pre-Christian prophet of Arabia, it would not be easy
" to exclude him from the ranks of the messengers who pre-
pared the way for the revelation ' Without presuming to
enter into the theological complexities behind Brunner’s view,
1 shall try, at the level of the educated man who has no special -
knowledge of éither Christian or Islamic theology, to put
forward some general considerations relevant to the question.
I would begin by asserting that there is found, at least in
some men, what may be called *creative imagination ",
| Notable instances are artists, poets and imaginative writers,
All these put into sensuous form (pictures, poems, dramas,
| novels) what many are feeling but are unable to express fully.
'~ Great works of the creative irnagination have thus a certain
universality, in that they give expression to the feelings and
. attitudes of a whole generation. They are, of course, not
imaginary, for they deal with real things; but they employ
images, visual or conjured up by words, to express what is
beyond the range of man’s infellectual conceptions.
Prophets and prophetic religious leaders, I should main-
. tain, share in this creative imagination. They proclaim ideas
connected with what is deepest and most central in human
experience, with special reference to-the particular needs of
their day and generation. The mark of the great prophet is
the profound attraction of his ideas for those to whom they
are addressed.
Where do such ideas come from? Some would say
" ¢ from the unconscious . Religious people say ‘ from God’,
. at least with regard to the prophets of their own tradition,

1 Revelation and Reason, translated by Olive Wyon, London, 1947, - 230
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though a few would go so far as to claim with Baron Fried-
rich von Hiigel, ¢ that everywhere there is some truth ; that
this truth comes originally from Ged .. Perhaps it could be
maintained that these ideas of the creative imagination come
from that life in a man which is greater than himself and is
largely below the threshold of consciousness. For the
Christian this still implies some connexion with God, for,
according to Saint John, in the Word was life, and Jesus said
* I am the Life ’. :

The adoption of one of these views does not settle all the
questions at issue, What about those ideas of the creative
imagination which are false or unsound ? Baron von Hiigel is
careful to say only that truth comes from God. Religious

| tradition has also held that ideas might come from the devil.

" Even if the creative imagination is an instrument which may
be used by God or Life, that does not necessarily imply that
all its ideas are true or sound. In Adolf Hitler the creative
imagination was well developed, and his ideas had a wide
appeal, but it is usually held that he was neurotic and that
those Germans who followed him most devotedly became
infected by his neurosis.

In Muhammad, I should hold, there was a welling up of
the creative imagination, and the ideas thus produced are to
a great extent true and sound. It does not follow, however,
that all the Qur'finic ideas are true and sound. In parti-
cular there is at least one point at which they seem to be
unsound—the idea that * revelation * or the product of the
creative imagination is superior to normal human traditions
as a source of bare historical fact, There are several verses
in the Qur'an (11. §1; 3. 39; I12. 103) to the effect that
‘ this is one of the reports of the unseen which We reveal to

1 Eysays and Addresses, First Series, London, 1928, 253 ; slso Index s. v.
Lugo. Cf. G. Basetti-Sani, Mohanfmed et Saint Frangoir, Ottaws, 1959,
211, ete.
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thee ; thou didst not know it, thou ner thy people, before
this ", One could admit a claim that the creative imagination
was able to give a new and truer interpretation of 2 historical
event, but to make it a source of bare fact is an exaggeration
and false,

. This point is of special concern to Christians, since the
Qur'dn denies the bare fact of the death of Jesus on the cross,

- and Muslims still congider that this denial outweighs the

- Contrary testimony of historical tradition. The pri

~ intention of the Que'an wag to deny the Jews’ interpretation of

. the crucifixion as a victory for themselves, but as normally
explained it goes much farther, The same exaggeration of

. the role of ‘revelation ' has also had other consequences,
The Arab contribution to Islamic culture has been unduly
magnified, and that of the civilized peoples of Egypt, Syria,
"Irdq and Persia, later converted to Islam, has been sadly
belittled.

Too much must not be made of this slight flaw, Which of
us, conscious of being called by God to perform a special
task, would not have been more than a little proud ?  On the
whole Muhammad was remarkably free from pride. Yet this
slight exaggeration of his own function has had grave
consequences and cannot be ignored, :

Finally, what of our question ? Was Muhammad a pro-
phet ? He was a man in whom Creative imagination worked
at deep levels and produced ideas relevant to the central
questions of human existence, so that his religion has had a
widespread appeal, not only in his own age but in succeeding
centuries. Notall the ideas he '

of men with a better religion than they had before they
testified that there is no god but God and that Mubammad s
the messenger of God,
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